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What is Offer vs Serve?
• Allows students to decline a certain 

number of food items

• Minimizes food waste and encourages 
schools to offer more food choices

• Is mandatory for grades 9-12
• Optional for all other grade levels



Lunch Regulations
• All 5 components must be offered

• Protein
• Grain
• Veggie
• Fruit
• Milk

• Students must choose 3 of the 5, with ONE being a fruit or vegetable

• Serving sizes must be equal to the minimum requirement

• Students must take a full serving to count toward a reimbursable meal

• Each meal component must be priced as a unit 

• Students have the option to refuse items, schools cannot require students to 
take any particular item



USDA Lunch Meal Pattern



Breakfast Regulations
• All 4 items must be offered

• 2oz. grain
• 2 ½ cup servings of fruits or vegetables (2 most be offered)
• 1 cup of milk

• Protein may be substituted for 1oz. of grain

• Students must choose 3 items, with ONE being a ½ cup of fruit or vegetable

• Serving sizes must be equal to the minimum requirement

• Students must take a full serving to count toward a reimbursable meal

• Each meal component must be priced as a unit 

• Students have the option to refuse items, schools cannot require students to 
take any particular item



Smart Snacks
• Smart Snack Standards is a Federal requirement for all foods sold outside 

of the national School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program 

• Foods and beverages sold at school that need to meet the requirement
• Any school food or beverage sold to students during the school day
• A la carte items, extra meal components and vending
• Food and beverage fundraisers, unless these items are not intended for consumption 

during school
• School day is defined as the midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the school day

• Smart Snack Calculator



Smart Snacks Standards for Foods
To qualify as a Smart Snack, a snack or entrée must first meet the general nutrition 

standards: 

• Be a grain product that contains 50 percent or more whole grains by weight (have 

a whole grain as the first ingredient); or

• Have as the first ingredient a fruit, a vegetable, a dairy food, or a protein food; or 

• Be a combination food that contains at least ¼ cup of fruit and/or vegetable (for 

example, ¼ cup of raisins with enriched pretzels); and 

• The food must meet the nutrient standards for calories, sodium, fats, and total 

sugars.



Smart Snacks Standards for 
Beverages

To qualify as a Smart Snack, a beverage must first meet the general nutrition 
standards: 

• Unflavored or flavored fat-free milk, unflavored low-fat milk, and milk 

• 100% fruit or vegetable juice, with or without carbonation 

• 100% fruit or vegetable juice diluted with water, with or without carbonation, and with 
no added sweeteners

• Low- and no-calorie beverages, with or without caffeine and/or carbonation; calorie-free, 
flavored water (high school only)



School Lunch in Action









School Breakfast in Action



Discovery Kitchen



Discovery Kitchen – MS Edition



Pop-Ups



Pop-Ups



Tinker Club Fun



Impact



Catering



Proposed Final Budget and 
Bond Update

May 1, 2023



G.O. Bond 2023

• $11.5 million in new money 

• Refinanced the 2018 Bond
• Savings of $700,759

• Interest Rate 2.8%

• Callable March 2030

• Big Spring Rate is AA-/Stable

• Settlement will be June 5th

Big Spring School District - May 1st 22



Big Spring School District - May 1st 23

1.00% 1.25% 1.50%

Mill Value @ Assessed Value $1,977,315 $1,977,315 $1,977,315

Tax Base Growth  1.61% 1.61% 1.61%

Tax Base as of Apr 1st $1,977,314,600 $1,977,314,600 $1,977,314,600

Previous Mill Total  15.8877 15.8877 15.8877Index  4.30% 4.30% 4.30%

Index Mills  0.6832 0.6832 0.6832

Exception Mills  

Board Approved Increase  1.00% 1.25% 1.50%

Approved (Proposed) Increase as Mills  0.1588 0.1985 0.2383

Total Mills  16.0465 16.0862 16.1260

Tax Levy - Property Tax Relief  $30,757,992 $30,836,491 $30,915,188

Collection rate  96.0% 96.0% 96.0%

Value of Collected Tax  $29,527,672 $29,603,031 $29,678,581

Total Increase in Tax Collected  $779,728 $855,088 $29,678,581

Mill value @ collected value $1,840,132 $1,840,275 $1,840,418

Tax on Median Assessed Value $2,909 $2,916 $2,924

$ p / Median Assessed Value $38.32 $45.52 $52.74

* Median Assessed Value = $181,300

Tax on $100K Assessed Value $1,605 $1,609 $1,613

$ p / $100k Assessed Value $15.88 $19.85 $23.83

 Fund Balance To/(From) (528,213) (452,854) (377,304)

2023/24 - Budget Options



Big Spring School District - May 1st 24

FISCAL YEAR 2023-24 BUDGET 

TIMELINE


